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Introduction to the Integration Meeting  
 
Since January 2006, the IndigenoVeg network has been coordinating and linking existing research efforts on 
indigenous vegetables (IVs) and urban and peri-urban agriculture, creating forums where partners could share 
information on current progress, disseminate best practice, obtain feedback from their peers and refine and 
strengthen their ongoing research activities. Over the course of nearly two years, the network has organised 
14 thematic meetings around three general topics: "sustainable management practices for IV production"; 
"opening niche markets for IVs particularly in urban and peri-urban areas"; and "development of policy for the 
promotion of IVs in urban and peri-urban areas". In addition, the African partner countries have carried out a 
market supply chain survey in order to collect essential baseline information to underpin the development of 
future research efforts. 
 
The integration meeting was designed to distil the key lessons which emerged in the course of the network 
activities, to use these lessons to give a foundation for the development of future collaborative proposals and 
to consider how to share these lessons with a wider audience. Activities were organised in three sessions 
(see Appendix 1 for the meeting Timetable): 
 

o Session I: Identifying the list of researchable constraints and developing one-page proposals 
o Session II: Dissemination of IndigenoVeg results 
o Session III: Preparing the materials for the policy maker workshop. 

 
Session I: Identifying the list of researchable constraints and developing one-page proposals 
 
On the 21st of November 2007 Dr Virchow gave the opening welcome address for the meeting. This was 
followed by a project management presentation given by Dr Pasquini on behalf of the Coordinator Dr Young. 
 
Session I took place during the whole day of the 21st and half of the morning of the 22nd and was facilitated by 
Mr. Achigan-Dako. Drawing from the outcomes of each thematic meeting, Dr. Pasquini had developed a draft 
list of research issues and development constraints relating to IVs in urban and peri-urban areas. This list was 
circulated to the participants prior to the meeting with the request that every participant consider if topics 
needed to be added or modified or re-grouped. These changes were made in the course of the meeting, and 
the final agreed list is given in Box 1.  
 
Using this agreed list, participants were asked to work in subgroups and identify what they considered to be 
the top five main research issues or development constraints. Mr Achigan-Dako then led the group through a 
discussion which led to the clustering of these issues into ten broad topics of research and development 
(Table 1). Six of these were selected for the development of one-page proposals using a logframe approach. 
Table 2 shows the selected topics and the participants in each proposal development subgroup. 
 
On the 22nd, after a proposal reading session, a discussant panel consisting of Mr Diouf, Mrs Kasambula, Dr 
Pasquini and Mrs Vorster provided detailed feedback on each proposal. Individual participants also 
contributed comments, and the group agreed that three of the proposals (IV commercialization; Policies for 
incorporating IVs in urban areas; Contribution of IVs to local livelihoods) were at a stage where they could be 
usefully revised and taken forward to form the basis of a full proposal. The group discussion is reported in 
Appendix 2. 
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BOX 1: FINAL LIST OF RESEARCH ISSUES AND DEVELOPMENT CONSTRAINTS 
 

Filling the knowledge gaps about IVs along the rural-urban continuum 
 

 Documenting local knowledge relating to IVs along the rural-urban continuum  
o Uses (food, taboos, rituals, medicinal, etc) 
o Current production systems (not only “traditional” but also “commercial”); develop IV 

production system ‘typology’ tool along the rural-urban continuum  
o Collection systems (knowledge of how, where and what to collect from the ‘wild’ 
o Who holds the knowledge and how is this shared within communities? 
o Factors affecting knowledge within and between countries 
o Evaluation of indigenous knowledge (cross-cutting issue) 
o Mapping of IVs usage  
o Linkages and complementarities between indigenous and scientific knowledge 

 
 Consumption systems 

o Factors determining existing patterns of consumption (e.g. income, educational level, gender, 
ethnicity, easy access to wet markets or home gardens, etc.) along the rural-urban continuum 

o Forces influencing eating habits along the rural-urban continuum but particularly in urban and 
peri-urban environments (e.g. modernisation, urbanisation, globalisation, migration, [end of] 
apartheid)   

o What drives collection vs cultivation? 
 

 Promoting IVs in urban and peri-urban environments 
o What are the perceptions of IVs along the rural-urban continuum, across countries, and what 

forces have led to them? 
o How can perceptions be changed? Review impact of awareness-raising campaigns for related 

issues & identify IV “bright spots” for scaling-up and duplication 
o Does the lack of strong community structures (e.g. in South Africa) constrain the promotion of 

IVs? 
o Appropriate tools for promotion – e.g. approach communities through schools (school feeding 

programmes, school gardens, school curricula) and health clinics 
o What topics need to be used to promote IVs to different target groups? 
o Capacity building and training for curriculum development on IVs in Universities 
o Issues relating to land availability, land access and tenure 
o Impact of urbanisation on IV availability and development 

 
 What role do IVs play in people’s livelihoods along the rural-urban continuum? 

o Contributions by IVs to nutrition, income generation, medicinal and other uses for different 
stakeholders along the rural-urban continuum  

o Reasons for the variations in the proportions of men and women working in production and 
retailing of IVs between cities and between countries 

o Effect of commercialisation of IVs (which are traditionally a women’s crop) on household 
gender relations 

o Impacts of increased organic production on livelihood of smallholder farmers and implications 
for IVs: how to balance production for high-value markets (organic certification) and keep 
products affordable for the nutritional involvement of resource-poor people. 

o Drivers of changes in consumption patterns 
o Economic value of “wild” IVs in the home space production system? 

 
 

 Threats to IV biodiversity 
o Inventory and collection of IVs and related knowledge at country and regional level 
o Investigate the threats (to plant resources and related knowledge) in different countries  
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o Ex-situ (establish/improve genebanks, study IV seed technology, seed storage behaviour of 
IV species) and in-situ conservation methods (domestication, home garden, etc.) 



o How would enhanced commercialisation affect biodiversity? 
o Mapping of IVs diversity and distribution  
 

 Food safety and waste recycling/biological contamination 
o Risk and opportunities and the use of urban waste in the production system of IVs 

 
Improving production and preparation techniques for IVs  

 
 Developing optimal cultural practices 

o Nutrient requirements for different IVs 
o Effectiveness of intercropping and rotation systems 
o Water use efficiency  
o Drought-tolerance of IVs? are they really better than conventional veg? 
o Determine pest & disease spectrum of IVs and incidence. Is this the same across countries?  
o Can IPM packages for exotics be adapted for IVs?  
o Developing recommendations which are “optimal” for different production systems along the 

rural-urban continuum; Screening IVs for Low External Input Sustainable Agriculture 
o Pre-harvest cultural practices 
o How to promote a wider diversity of species in production systems? 
o How to optimise land quality and management for IVs 
o Can farmers use IVs as a tool to manage soils? 
 

 
 Lack of knowledge on the nutritional requirements and the nutritional value of IVs  

o Effect of various growth conditions and cultural practices on nutritional value, anti-nutrient 
value and toxic/nutraceutical content of IVs – e.g. conventional vs organic systems 

o Effect of preservation and processing methods on nutrient value, bioavailability and health 
safety 

o Nutritional value (and anti-nutrients) of cooked foods and bioavailability of nutrients (traditional 
versus contemporary recipes) - To develop appropriate recipes with a better taste to maintain 
bioavailability.  

o Standardised protocols for evaluating nutritional value 
o Modify traditional recipes to meet organoleptic requirements of contemporary society and 

obtain good nutritional value 
o Compare nutritional properties of leading “exotic” vegetables and potential IV replacements 

(e.g. cabbage vs Ethiopian kale) 
 

 Few improved varieties of IVs are available   
o Participatory breeding – how to balance farmer priorities with research-based criteria, e.g. 

nutritional content (develop locally adapted cultivars) 
o Reproductive biology of IVs 
o Response to stress (water, temperature, salt, nutrient, soils, etc.) 
o Collection, characterisation and evaluation of genotypes 
o Photoperiodism (are there mechanisms to overcome this?) 

 
 High-quality seeds and adequate storage systems are not available for IVs  

o Seed multiplication 
o Develop protocols for seed production and storage 
o Seed preservation and storage with low-cost technologies 
o Effect of production systems on seed quality 
o Training farmers to produce high-quality seed  
o Role of the private sector 
o Farmer seed exchange systems 
 

 Effective transfer of technologies to farmers (and agricultural support services?)  
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o Comparison of methods 



o Does farmer “typology” influence technology uptake? (is there a difference between farmers 
close to research stations and farmer field schools versus those far away who are using IK? 
What are the effects of gender and age?) 

o How to promote IVs within research-agricultural support-farmer linkages (with knowledge 
management)? 

o Importance of urban agricultural extension? 
o Training farmers in post-harvest technologies 

 
Marketing and policy support for IVs along the rural-urban continuum 

 
 Post-harvest management of IVs & processing for year-round supply of IVs 

o Understand seasonal availability of different IVs in different countries 
o Improve shelf life technology 
o Develop processed and/or value-added IV products that are appealing to consumers, 

particularly use and children 
o Develop appropriate packaging   

 
 Marketing 

o Understanding the factors that shape market chains and their efficiency in different countries: 
from field to fork 

o Supplying the city with IVs: sources, seasonality, price fluctuations, post-harvest loss 
assessment along the chain 

o Impact of supermarkets on IV sales 
o Identification of ready-to-go products 
o Marketing aspects of IVs: consumer demand, consumers’ expectations and preferences, 

product quality, etc.  
o Mechanisms for commercialisation of IVs (and develop marketing strategy) 
o Niche markets for IVs? What stops IVs from entering organic markets (e.g. in Tanzania)? 

What impact could the food miles debate have on development of overseas niche markets? 
o How can you turn IVs into a brand (production, nutrition and packaging)? 
o Understand the constraints in the supply chains in terms of better coordination. How can 

market chains be made more effective? 
 

 Policy research and policy development 
o Determine best suited quality management for different regions and products 
o Country-specific policy framework for Quality Management Systems of IVs (including best 

practices and costs for training, prioritization, certification costs) 
o Quality testing/control (standards) 
o Incorporating IVs in UPA (policies governing urban agriculture) 
o Mainstreaming IVs in national agricultural R&D and nutrition policy 
o Mainstreaming IVs in educational curricula in school and at tertiary level 
o Conditions for optimal collaboration and communication between IV stakeholders (social and 

political capital) 
 

 Miscellaneous 
o Can IVs be a source of natural food colouring? 
o Evaluate medicinal and ornamental potential of IVs 
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o Need for a robust definition of IVs? 
 



TABLE 1: TOP 10 RESEARCH/DEVELOPMENT TOPICS 
 
Topic 1 Topic 2 Topic 3 Topic 4 Topic 

5 
Topic 6 Topic 7 Topic 8 Topic 9 Topic 10 

Effects of 
commercialization 
on IVs ( Gender, 
biodiversity) 

Policies for 
incorporating 
IVs into UPA  

Factors 
determining 
pattern of 
consumption 

Mapping 
IVs 
diversity 

Food 
safety

Developing 
recommendation 
for optimal 
production 
system 

Seed 
support 
system 
(distribution)

Participatory 
breeding 

Nutritional 
value and 
bioavailability 
of traditional 
vegetables, 
contemporary 
and novel 
recipes 

Contribution 
of IVs to 
nutrition, 
income, 
medicinal 
and other 
values 
along the 
continuum 

Marketing and 
commercialization 

Impact of 
urbanization 
and 
development 
planning of 
indigenous 
vegetable 

     Pest
management for 
different 
production 
system along 
the continuum 

Seed 
exchange 
system and 
participatory 
breeding 

Developing
processed 
and value 
added Ivs 
products 
including 
shelf life 
extension 
(which 
maintain 
nutritional 
properties) 

 Uses of IVs 

What are the 
perception and 
how can be 
changed. Turn 
IVs into a brand 

       Determine pest
and disease 
spectrum and 
incidence   

 High quality 
seeds and 
storage 
system 
(whole 
cluster) 

Effect on
processing 
i.e. nutrient 
contents etc. 

 Mapping 
-Usage 
-Distribution 

Understanding 
factors that shape 
market from the 
field to fork 

       Drought
tolerance of IV 
against 
conventional 
vegetables 

 Effects of
various 
growth 
conditions 
practices on 
nutritional 
values  

  

Factors that can 
shape market 
chain and their 
efficiency 
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TABLE 2: TOPICS AND SUBGROUP PARTICIPANTS FOR ONE-PAGE PROPOSAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
IV commercialization Policies for incorporating IVs in 

urban areas 
Optimal cultural practices 

Dr. K. Weinberger, Dr. G. Pichop, Dr. S. 
Saxena and Mr. F. Maro 

Prof.A. Drescher, Mr. W. Magigi 
and Ms. S. Domptail 

Dr.D. Silue, Dr. L. Fondio, 
Dr. G. Mwai, Mr. Y. Niang 

Seed systems IV consumption and nutritional 
content 

Contribution of IV to local 
livelihoods 

Dr. M. Oluoch, Prof. M. Abukusta-
Onyango, Ms. M. Logose, Mr E Achigan-
Dako 

Dr. R. Auerbach, Dr. A. De 
Neergaad, Ms. H.J. Vorster 
Ineke and Ms. P. Kasambula 

Dr. B. Ambrose-Oji, Dr. M. 
Pasquini, Prof. Charlie 
Shackleton 

 
Session II: Dissemination of IndigenoVeg results 

 
Session II took place on the 22nd November and was used to discuss and update the dissemination plans for 
IndigenoVeg.  
 
Progress on the IndigenoVeg book 
 
Prof. Shackleton is leading the development of the IndigenoVeg book and provided a progress update. So far, 
five chapters and the foreword have been received. The lead authors of the remaining four chapters are 
committed to deliver their chapters by mid December at the latest. The concluding chapter will be written only 
after all chapters are ready. 
 
The original plan had been to input the book into the January workshop. However, because of the delays with 
receiving the chapters, this was not going to happen. The group agreed to advertise the book at the 
workshop.  
 
The group was reminded of the need to secure an editor and use the available funds before the end of the 
project. Potential editors will be approached once all the chapters have been received. It has been decided 
that two or three reviewers will be approached to review the whole book, rather than request different 
reviewers for each chapter. 
 
There was a discussion about the structure of the book, but the final agreement was that all chapters should 
be received before any further consideration is given to whether they need to be merged or split. 
 
Developing farmer pamphlets 
 
Partner ARC is leading the development of farmer pamphlets. Mr Jansen van Rensburg presented various 
options and a general discussion ensued, at the end of which it was agreed that: 
 
o A six-sided folder with a pocket in A5 format would be developed. This would allow leaflets with crop 

information to be tucked inside (cultivation information, recipes and photos). The pamphlets would be 
produced in English or French. 

o The folder should have information which farmers or consumers would relate to, for example success 
stories about selling a particular crop. 

o As IndigenoVeg will only be producing a limited number of copies, arrangements should be made so that 
partners and other parties can reprint them whenever they have access to funds. Therefore, none of the 
material will be subject to copyright. Pamphlets will be made freely available on the web page. Material 
will be designed in gray scale, although photos will be in colour. Picture pamphlets will be designed in A0 
format (so that they can be adapted for other purposes) and then scaled down to A5 size.  

o The leaflets will offer a modified, nutritious, simple-to prepare recipes from different countries. 
o The pamphlets will focus on: Amaranthus spp., Brassica carinata, Cleome gynandra, Hibiscus sabdariffa, 

Abelmoschus esculentus, Cucurbita moschata, Solanum aetiopicum, Solanum scabrum, and Corchorus 
olitorius.  
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Dr. Pasquini mentioned that there is a possibility of an underspend on the travel budget, and that in principle 
the EU had agreed to using these funds to enhance the dissemination activities, increasing pamphlet numbers 
or possibly developing a video/radio programme. Partners will be updated on the situation following the 2007 
annual report submission. 
 
Producing posters for the January workshop and publishing the survey data 
 
This session was led by Dr Virchow.  
 
The IndigenoVeg African partners were asked to produce country posters on the market supply chain survey 
to be displayed at the IndigenoVeg policy maker workshop. Dr Pichop would also produce a summary poster 
comparing results across countries. Dr Ambrose-Oji volunteered to design the standard format for these 
posters. All partners were also encouraged to produce posters on their own research into IVs in urban and 
peri-urban areas, and to use a similar format to the market supply chain posters, if possible.  
 
All the results produced by the surveys should be in the public domain as they are funded by public money. 
However, the group agreed that the African partner countries would be given until June 2008 to publish submit 
research papers using data from their country surveys, acknowledging the contributions from other partners 
(for example AVRDC supported several partners in the data analyses). From June 2008, the data will be 
made available through the project website for use of the whole group for 2 yrs, and then they will placed in 
the public domain. Prof. Drescher gave a brief presentation to demonstrate the types of software that could be 
used to make these data available. 
 
Session III: Preparing the materials for the policy maker workshop 
 
Session III took place over the 23rd and the 24th, and aimed at preparing the participants for the activities of 
the January policy dialogue workshop and also at identifying the key messages which the consortium wishes 
to transmit to the policy makers at the workshop. The format employed by the facilitator Dr Ambrose-Oji 
comprised a combination of background presentations and group exercises designed to stimulate reflection 
on key issues. 
 
The opening presentation on the 23rd given by Dr. Ambrose-Oji was on "The policy-making process and policy 
makers’ information needs – Who are we trying to target, where and when, with what message?", and was 
designed to provide discussion points to begin to identify what results the group needed to promote and to 
which actors in the policy making process.  
 
Participants were divided into subgroups: Socio-economics (Katinka, Germain, Detlef, Stephanie, Charlie), 
Agronomists West Africa (Youga, Djidi, Drissa, Lassina), Agronomists East and Southern Africa (Phyllis, 
Mary, Gideon, Raymond), Urban Agriculturalists (Magigi, Axel, Andreas, Margaret) and Breeders (Meissa, 
Mel, Ineke, Willem, Enoch). Dr de Neergaard facilitated the subgroup exercises on this first day of this 
session. 
 
The first exercise which the subgroups tackled was to consider the policy importance of their research. The 
questions which the subgroups had to consider, and the outcomes are reported in Appendix 3 (not all groups 
succeeded in completing the exercise because of the limited time available). 
 
The second exercise focused on developing a policy map, i.e. identify the key policy actors and decision 
makers in particular subject realms, and identify what they can offer to researchers and what researchers can 
offer them. The results for the subgroups are presented in Appendix 4. 
 
Groups were given the opportunity to present their results to the other groups and to discuss the exercise. 
Several participants found the second exercise particularly useful, as it helped them realise that different 
actors at different levels may influence decision-making on particular issues, and that sometimes in particular 
sectors it may not be the most obvious stakeholders who hold the power to take decisions. For example, it 
came as a surprise to many that in many countries the Ministry of Agriculture’s influence does not extend to 
urban agriculture activities. 
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In the afternoon of the 23rd, the subgroups were given an exercise addressing a number of interrelated 
objectives: 

o To agree in subject specialist groups, what the key research findings were from their recent work in 
IVs and urban and peri-urban production systems.   

o To agree to whom these findings could be of importance. 
o To check that those policy and decision makers identified as key in the policy map had been included 

in a consideration of research outputs. 
o To use this consensual list to provide the focus of the presentations to be given at the policy maker 

workshop in January 2008 
 
Box 2 presents the key research findings identified by each group. Additional information relating to this 
exercise is presented in Appendix 5. 
 
On the 24th November, Dr. Ambrose-Oji opened the session by giving a presentation on “Effective 
Communication for Policy Processes and reaching Policy Makers - How do we get our message across?” 
 
The subgroup activities were facilitated by Prof. Onyango. The first task of the morning for the subgroups was 
to select two of the key findings from the exercise of the previous day and prepare a one-minute message 
targeted to a policy maker containing four elements: a statement (i.e. the ‘fact’ or the issue coming from 
research analysis that the subgroup wanted to highlight); the evidence (i.e. the scientific basis for the claim 
made in the statement); the example (i.e. a locally focused and relevant example that would help policy actors 
understand the implications in the local or national context) and the desired action (i.e. the recommendation 
for the policy process or for policy makers). The results from this exercise are presented in Appendix 6. 
 
This was followed by a two-part exercise to consider the ways in which language can affect the way in which 
an audience reacts to ‘the message’. The first part was a reflection on how certain types of language (e.g. 
objective and unbiased; academic not practical; critical without offering alternatives; etc) can affect the 
response of the listener. The second part consisted in identifying a policy narrative which exists in the 
subgroups specialist area of research, and then thinking of a ‘story’, a ‘narrative’, a ‘message’ that could 
counteract the policy narrative. The narratives and counter narratives are presented in Appendix 7. 
 
The activities of the 23rd and 24th were summarised by Prof Onyango who highlighted five essential points:  
  

1. IVs can be an important source of income for disadvantaged urban dwellers including women 
2. IVs are important for nutrition and health 
3. Most IV farmers use low input systems 
4. There are several success stories concerning IVs, and more should be done to raise awareness 

about these. 
5. There are still a number of unresolved issues which needs to be addressed. Researchers should take 

care not to make statements for which the evidence is still contradictory. 
 
The last part of the meeting was moderated by Dr Virchow and dedicated to the plans for the January policy 
maker workshop. Dr Virchow made the point that researchers should get into the habit of making explicit the 
policy implications of their research, but always remember that all statements need to substantiated by 
credible evidence. Dr Pasquini then presented the plan and the speakers for the scientific presentations for 
the January policy maker workshop, which had been developed on the previous day by Dr Virchow, Dr 
Shackleton, Dr Ambrose-Oji. and Dr Pasquini from the key findings list (Box 2). After a welcome talk, the first 
presentation will set the scene in terms of what are African IVs, what is urban agriculture and the IndigenoVeg 
project. Three more "technical presentations" will follow and then a nongovernmental organisation 
representative will be invited to give a talk on a project which succeeded in stimulating IV markets through an 
awareness-raising campaign in the urban population. This presentation will be followed by a couple of case 
studies of farmer/trader success stories (IndigenoVeg members to supply ideas). The morning will conclude 
with an overview presentation, which will also highlight important knowledge gaps needs for future research 
(see Table 3). 
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BOX 2: KEY RESEARCH FINDINGS TO BE COMMUNICATED TO POLICY MAKERS 

 
 Socio-economic group 

 
1. African IVs are an integral part of the diet of the urban and peri-urban population 
2. African IVs can be an important source of income for disadvantaged urban dwellers 
3. The value of the IV market is large and does support numerous small businesses which have the 

potential to grow 
4. Awareness raising campaigns effectively affect consumption patterns and lead to a demand driven 

increase in market size 
  

 Agronomists –East and South Africa group 
 

1. IVs are important for food nutrition and health 
2. IVs have a high potential for income generation /poverty reduction for urban and peri-urban areas 
3. Most IVs farmers use low input systems 
4. More than 80% of growers and traders of IVs in Urban and Peri-Urban areas were women 

 
 Agronomists – West Africa group 

 
1. Reduced and safe pesticide use is needed in urban and peri-urban agriculture 
2. Increased safe year-round production of IVs is possible 
3. IVs production in urban and peri-urban areas can use safe wastewater and organic products 
4. Safeguarding of IVs production areas in urban and peri-urban areas is important 

 
 Urban Agriculturalists group 

 
1. IVs have an important income generating potential with preferential benefits for women 
2. Selected IVs produced through UPA can make a significant nutritional contribution to the urban poor 
3. If managed properly urban production can contribute to safe waste management 
4. For urban agriculture to realise maximum potential it needs to be institutionalised 

 
 Breeders group 

 
1. Diversity – polymorphism 
2. Cultivars have good taste and nutritious values 
3. IV cultivars adapted to low input conditions 
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4. IV cultivars are resistant to pest and disease 
 



 
TABLE 3: PROGRAMME FOR THE FIRST DAY OF THE JANUARY POLICY DIALOGUE 

 
Time Topic Speaker 
09:00 – 09:10 Welcome & opening  To be announced 
09:10 – 09:25 What are African indigenous vegetables, 

urban agriculture, and the IndigenoVeg 
project  

Dr Einir Young/ Dr Bianca 
Ambrose-Oji 

09:25 – 09:55 Consumption patterns and nutrition of AIVs 
from urban and peri-urban agriculture  

Prof. Mary Abukutsa-
Onyango/Ms Ineke Vorster 

09:55 – 10:25 Income generation and gender from AIVs in 
urban and peri-urban settings 

Dr Germain Pichop/Dr 
Katinka Weinberger 

 
10:25 – 11:10 

 
TEA BREAK 
 

 

11:10 – 11:40 Production systems for AIVs Ms Francoise Komlan/Dr 
Gideon Mwai 

11:40 – 12:10 Awareness raising to stimulate markets for 
AIVs 

Farm Concern International 

12:10 – 12:40 Case studies and success stories To be finalised 
12:40 – 12:55 Summing up Dr Detlef Virchow 
12:55 – 13:10 General discussion   

 
It was made clear that the "technical" presentations would contain key messages which the group wishes 
policy makers to take on board and act upon. For this reason only messages which can be backed up with 
clear scientific evidence should be put forward. As the workshop focuses on promoting IVs in urban and peri-
urban areas, an important discussion point for the workshop will be on integrating agriculture into urban 
planning. 
 
The representatives from the African partner countries were asked for an update in terms of whether the 
targeted policy makers and policy resource people had accepted the invitation to attend the workshop. The 
situation is indicated in Table 4 below. 
 

TABLE 4: CONFIRMATION BY POLICY MAKERS AND POLICY RESOURCE PERSONS FROM EACH 
AFRICAN COUNTRY 

 
Country Number of individuals invited Confirmed numbers as of 24 Nov 07 
South Africa 3 policy makers  

 
1 confirmed 

Kenya 3 policy makers 
1 policy resource person 

2 confirmed 
1 confirmed 

Cote d’Ivoire 4 policy makers 
1 policy resource person 

All confirmed 
1 confirmed 

Benin 3 policy makers 
1 policy resource person 

Informal confirmation 
Informal confirmation 

Senegal 3 policy makers  
1 policy resource person 

2 confirmed 
1 confirmed 

Uganda 3 policy makers  
1 policy resource person 

2 confirmed 
1 confirmed 

Tanzania 3 policy makers  
1 policy resource person 

2 confirmed 
1 confirmed 

 
The discussion was concluded by reminding participants of the key deadlines: 
 

1) 30 November 07 – IndigenoVeg members who had suggested possible farmer success stories 
(Mel Oluoch – Farmer from the Farm Concern Project; Mary – knows a contact person who could 
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supply ideas; Meissa – Peri-urban production and sale of Roselle; Enoch – farmers growing IVs 
near the airport in Cotonou) to send a short abstract.  

 
2) Upon return to their home country – all IndigenoVeg partner institutions who have missed the 

deadline should send the registration forms for their participants to Dr Pasquini. 
 

3) 7 December 07 – latest deadline for sending the policy maker and policy resource person 
registration forms to Dr Pasquini; invited participants should have confirmed by the 30 November 
07. 

 
4) 10 January 08 – 1st day workshop presenters to send full presentations to Detlef Virchow, Charlie 

Shackleton and Einir Young. 
 

5) 10 January 08 – all African partners to send titles and author list for the market supply chain 
posters; same deadline for any other posters. 

 
To conclude the workshop Prof Shackleton provided an overview of the procedure for selecting posters 
contributed by external participants for the January policy dialogue. A review panel consisting of Ms. Domptail, 
Mr. Achigan-Dako, Mr. Andika and Dr Mwai will examine the anonymised abstracts following the procedure 
developed by the conference subcommittee team. Dr Pasquini engaged to send all the abstracts on Monday 
26 and the review panel will return its results by the 7 December. The panel was asked to be very strict and 
only accept posters which explicitly deal with IVs in urban and peri-urban areas. The lead authors of the 
abstracts with the highest scores may be offered IndigenoVeg funding to attend the workshop. 
 
Participants were asked to fill in an evaluation sheet for the workshop and the project overall (results in 
Appendix 8), thereafter the workshop was closed by Dr Pasquini who delivered a speech on behalf of the 
Coordinator, Dr Young and by the workshop host Dr Virchow from AVRDC.  
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APPENDIX 1: INDIGENOVEG INTEGRATION MEETING PROGRAMME 
 

 
Wednesday, November 21, 2007 

 
SESSION I: IDENTIFYING THE LIST OF RESEARCHABLE CONSTRAINTS AND DEVELOPING ONE-

PAGE PROPOSALS 

Time Activity Facilitator/Moderator 

8:30 Welcome Address/Objectives of the meeting D. Virchow 

8:45 Project management M. Pasquini 

9:00 Finalise list of researchable constraints (subgroup work) E Achigan Dako 

9:20 
Finalise list of researchable constraints +  changes to clustering 
(whole group work) E Achigan Dako 

9:50 Select top 5 constraints (subgroup work) E Achigan Dako 

10:30 Coffee break  

11:00 Select top 10 constraints (whole group work) E Achigan Dako 

11:30 Select constraints to develop into one-page proposals E Achigan Dako 

12:00 Develop one-page proposals Subgroup leaders 

12:45 Lunch break  

14:00 Develop one-page proposals (continued) Subgroup leaders 

15.15 Coffee break  

15.30 Develop one-page proposals (continued) Subgroup leaders 

17:00 Finish  
 

Thursday, November 22, 2007 
 

SESSION I: IDENTIFYING THE LIST OF RESEARCHABLE CONSTRAINTS AND DEVELOPING ONE-
PAGE PROPOSALS 

Time Activity Facilitator/Moderator 
8:30  Plenary “reading” session E Achigan Dako 

9:15 
 
 

Discussant panel feedback 
 
 

M Diouf, P 
Kasambula, M 
Pasquini, I Vorster  

10:00 Coffee break/family photo  

10:30 Discussion and way forward E Achigan Dako 

SESSION II: DISSEMINATION OF INDIGENOVEG RESULTS 
 

Time Activity Facilitator/Moderator 

11.30 Book update C Shackleton 

11.45 Farmer pamphlets 
W Jansen van 
Rensburg  

12.00 Country needs with regards to farmer pamphlets Various presenters 
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12.45 Lunch  

14.00 Farmer pamphlets (continued) 
W Jansen van 
Rensburg  

15.30 Posters for the conference/Publication of the survey results 
D Virchow/ K 
Weinberger 

16.00 Finish (trip to town)  
 

Friday, November 23, 2007 

 
SESSION III: PREPARING THE MATERIALS FOR THE POLICY MAKER WORKSHOP 

Time Activity Facilitator/Moderator 

8.30 Who are the policy makers? B Ambrose 

9.15 Facilitated discussion B Ambrose 

10.30 Coffee break  

11.00 
What messages about indigenous vegetable in urban and peri-
urban systems are we trying to transmit? 

B Ambrose/A de 
Neergaard 

12.45 Lunch break  

14.00 
What messages about indigenous vegetable in urban and peri-
urban systems are we trying to transmit? 

B Ambrose/A de 
Neergaard 

15.15 Coffee break  

15.45 
What messages about indigenous vegetable in urban and peri-
urban systems are we trying to transmit? 

B Ambrose/A de 
Neergaard 

17.00 Finish  

18.30 Dinner Venue: AVRDC 
 

Saturday, November 24, 2007 

 
SESSION III: PREPARING THE MATERIALS FOR THE POLICY MAKER WORKSHOP 

Time Activity Facilitator/Moderator 

8.30 How do we transmit the messages? B Ambrose/ F Komlan 

10.30 Coffee break  

11.00 How do we transmit the messages? B Ambrose/F Komlan 

12.45 Lunch break  

14.00 
Who is doing the keynote presentations in January and what 
about the logistics? 

D Virchow/C 
Shackleton 

15.00 Coffee break  

15.30 Ranking poster abstracts 
D Virchow/C 
Shackleton 

16.00 Any other issues M Pasquini 

16.30 Closing ceremony 
D Virchow/ M 
Pasquini 
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APPENDIX 2: SESSION I GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

Dr. R. Auerbach: Need of broader scientific proposals which show where, what and which type of IVs 
consumed 
 
Dr. D. Virchow: Need for mapping of biodiversity of IVs in some countries 
Dr. D. Virchow&Dr. Oluoch: Some countries surveys have been done by AVRDC-RCA 
 
Dr. D. Virchow: malnutrition or bioavailability projects needs the correct personnel, BUT it needs to be done 
regardless of the problems with it – it can be a pilot as part of a conventional approach 
 
Prof. Mary: we need to capitalise on the claims we have made about the micro-nutrient availability ion IVs 
 
Prof. C. Shackleton: It is not only bioavailability that is important, we make other claims about IVs too e.g. 
pests, drought tolerance … organisation such as FAO, CYMMT, would be very pleased to promote some of 
these IVs as crops IF we have the evidence to support out claims. 
 
Willem/Enoch: although a bioavailability study will be difficult to plan/implement, everyone agrees that it is a 
catchword for most potential funders and it’s also important 
 
Prof. M. A-Onyango/ C. Shackleton: The argument that IVs have high content of micronutrients has all along 
been a major selling point for IVs; but the bioavailability or otherwise of these micro-nutrients has not been 
studied. Its time to really go down and test whether IVs indeed have high micro-nutrient content, and whether 
they are bio available or not 
 
Prof.C. Shackleton: other than micro-nutrient value, there are other claims about IVs that are really interesting 
and worth looking at, but as with nutritional value, the testing must be rigorous-: 
That IVs are adapted to the continent and are therefore less affected by pests and diseases 
That because IVs are adapted to the conference, they require less water/have higher water use efficiency 
 
Dr. D. Silue: we need to be careful when we make claims about pests and diseases in IVs before research has 
been conducted e.g. domestication/selection/commercialization/cultivation of IVs will undoubtedly lead to 
increased incidence of pests and diseases. This has already been witnessed at AVRDC already, in spite of the 
fact that IVs are only been cultivated on a small scale. Thus research is definitely needed before such claims are 
made 
   
Project locations / focus areas discussions: extent of constraints and refining of 1-page proposals 
 
Dr. R. Auerbach: Granted, some constraints are focused / restricted to specific regions/ areas (domains) in 
SSA, and are not relevant to other areas. However, the possibility should be explored to select a few sites that 
are largely representative of the typical situation of the whole SSA. E.g amaranths are widely consumed (hence 
a priority) in the whole SSA, but the production systems (and species) are obviously different for the different 
areas e.g. South Africa versus the other countries. 
 
Dr.M. Oluoch & D. Virchow: Prioritization has already been done for some areas, particularly for the most 
important IVs for each country. This has also been achieved by the survey, but the real agro-ecological mapping 
/ zoning has not yet been done. 
 
Dr. R. Auerbach: During the mapping, the historical angle should also been considered. E.g. most crops grown 
in Zanzibar originated from India, and could grow in Durban ( 
Mary: for the group (IndigenoVeg) to make an impact in future, upcoming projects should try to involve all the 7 
African partner countries rather than spilt up the consortium into pieces. 
 
Dr.K. Weinberger: It is important to show impact, thus we should consider going into areas where impact will be 
felt e.g. mapping malnutrition. 
 
Prof. C. Shackleton: Mary’s point is valid, but to work in 7 countries would require a big/expensive project. 
Funding might be easier to come for projects covering fewer countries e.g. east Africa. It should not be 
misconstrued that some areas are being locked out. 
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Dr. D. Virchow: sharing of data/information emanating from future projects by partners should be more 
important. 
 
Enoch: It had been agreed in Bamako that if some members within the consortium decide to develop a 
proposal, other members who are not included should be made aware of it so that those who are interested can 
ask to join-up; and to avoid duplication. 
Considering that the project managers have a lot of work already, Enoch proposed a taskforce to work further on 
the one-page proposals developed, together with project leaders. Proposed members of taskforce included 
Mwai (agreed), Shilpi (agreed), Magigi (may not participate fulltime but will be happy to be consulted), Fondio 
(agreed), Stephanie (agreed). 
 
Dr. M. Pasquin: suggested responsibilities to the task force to mentioned 
Participants: Most of them agreed task should be to review proposals and to reduce the pages into two or one 
proposals. 
 
Dr. D. Virchow: We should be goal oriented, because among submitted proposals there are some look like can 
be presented to financers and few need to be reviewed this will reduce the work load of the task force. 
 
Dr. M. Pasquin: some of the one-page proposals developed can be refined with minimal changes. The taskforce 
should concentrate on those, and try to reduce them to one page. 
 
Dr. S. Saxena: suggested that modification of the one-page proposals be left to the groups that had developed 
them, so that they can refine them as well as incorporate comments made by discussants s well as from the 
plenary. 
 
Dr. D. Virchow: suggested that we should concentrate on the three proposals that are to be submitted to EU as 
deliverables (the ones requiring least refining). The other proposals do not necessarily have to be reduced, and 
can be posted on the website as they are. 
 
Dr. M. Pasquin: suggested that groups get together at the end of the day and incorporate comments before the 
taskforce starts to work on them. 
 
Dr. R. Auerbach: suggested that reporters be asked to incorporate the comments rather than the whole group, 
before the end to the meeting on Saturday, 24th. 
 
M. A-Onyango: reporters may not be up to it. Rather the groups may need to meet shortly although reporters 
should take the lead. 
 
Dr. M. Pasquin: there are still valid reasons for the groups to meet and process the comments together (e.g. 
decide whether to raise/lower the levels of their outputs etc) before reporters can incorporate them. Suggested 
and agreed: deadline to be the end of Saturday 24th . 
 
Enoch: clarified that therefore, the taskforce had no work! 
 
Project location decided to be in SSA. But the number of countries involved will depend on fund available. 
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APPENDIX 3: THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR RESEARCH TO POLICY MAKERS 
 
Instructions 
In your specialist research group, think about your recent AIV research.  Answer the questions about how your 
research results relate to different aspects of policy.  Summarise your answers for a rapid plenary session. 
 
a) Looking at your own research into AIVs, describe the opportunity that your research presents in terms of 

overcoming strategic constraints in urban and peri-urban livelihoods.   
 
b) Identify the national and regional strategies and policy instruments to which your research into AIVs has a 

direct relevance and clear link. 
 
c) Do your research objectives fall within the global, regional or country priorities for urban and peri-urban 

development?  Identify what these are. 
 
d) Explain how the new knowledge created by your research results has a strategic value and is capable of 

adoption (or application) more widely. 
 

 Socio-economic group 
 

a. gaps in supply chain, markets for AIVs, seeds income provision and nutrition 
b. Horticultural Diversification, Sppt to smallholders, Biodiversity, FAO campaign on rural health 
c. Urban and peri-uban development – but city level integration of agriculture 

 
Important policy actions: Development of market infrastructure: awareness campaigns; zoning for agricultural 
land in urban areas 
 
KEY RESULTS 

- IVs are important in people’s livelihoods; 
- nutritional advantages are proven; 
- efficiency of awareness raising for demand increase; 
- IV production as an activity leads to increased income of producers; 
- Full time IV production is a viable economic activity; 
- Support to and improvement of the market infrastructure and market chain will highly reduce losses, 

increase income, through better efficiency. 
 

 Agronomists –East and South Africa group 
 

a. There is malnutrition, poverty and limited access to resources in urban and peri—urban areas, AIV in a 
package with sustainable production systems can help overcome this. 

b. Global instruments (e.g. the MDGs) already affect national plans, e.g. PFMA Plan for Modern Agriculture 
in Uganda includes consideration of AIVs; in Kenya KAPP Kenya Agricultural Productivity Programme 
can also include AIVs; in R.South Africa Land Care is a potential programme we could link to. 

c. Within urban and peri-urban agriculture Agenda 21 is important, as it links our work with the strategic 
goals of policy. 

d. Poverty, malnutrition and health problems are all important to urban planning and urban development.  
Where countries can come together in networks to promote the findings of research to support these 
things within the policy framework, we want to ensure lobbying for the protection of urban land for food 
production. 

 
Important policy actions: agricultural land in urban areas, subsidising organic IV production,  
 
KEY RESULTS 

- Most farmers in UPA were not applying chemical fertilisers 
- Most farmers practicing low external input agriculture 
- The AIVs had a high potential for income generation for urban and peri-urban farmers 
- More than 80% of the growers of AIVs were women 
- AIVs are important for food security and health 
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 Agronomists – West Africa group 

 
a. opportunities for nutrition in fresh food supply, employment for youth, crop diversification, wellbeing or 

urban and peri-urban populations 
b. Food and nutritional security, eradication of hunger and poverty/diversification strategies 
c. Fresh food supplies for urban population and also their fod and nutritional security, also give 

employment and income 
d. New varieties of vegetables can improve the goals mentioned above which can be useful to politicians 

 
Important policy actions: Lobbying to keep urban and peri-urban areas free for agricultural production 
 
KEY RESULTS 
 

 Urban Agriculturalists group 
a. UA on policy agenda, rural development not only ay to feed the world so the importance of UPA is 

increasing.  Home gardens are an important place to grow AIVs.  UPA is an opportunity for managing 
urban waste issues (although there is a negative side which is something which needs regulation and 
further work).  UPA knowledge can provide information and ideas for agriculture elsewhere.  There is no 
extension for UPA so this is lacking – this needs strengthening.  UPA social cohesion and social capital, 
income, needs more space.  Women and female headed household are empowered tho’ AIVs 
production. 

b. MDG, and gender equity, with marketing policy and improved infrastructure 
 

 Breeders group 
a. The strategic constraints to livelihoods identified were: small landholders/landholdings, insecure land 

tenure, poor access to clean water for safe vegetable production, poor access to quality seeds and 
production/marketing/safety information, as well as a policy framework that does not include urban 
agriculture in city open spaces.  The opportunities of our research are the development of short cycle 
varieties and high yielding cultivars under low input conditions, including those which accumulate fewer 
heavy metals, and varieties which are more tolerant to drought or the reduced application of water.  The 
other opportunity is the ability to support and improve seeds systems already active in the urban and 
peri-urban areas through closer collaboration with private seed companies. 

b. Identification of high yielding varieties increase food supply, and thus encourage or satisfy consumption 
demands, and provide inputs for better nutrition, better use of water also able to meet health issues 
associated with the production of AIVs in UPA. 

c. Can contribute to actions against Malnutrition in urban development. 
d. Highly nutritive and medicinal varieties with drought and pest tolerance can help to tackle policies 

looking for actions against malnutrition and better food security  
 
Actions: IPR needs to be promoted for exchange of material, sanitary regulations need to be enabling, 
germplasm exchange needs to be facilitated. 
 
KEY RESULTS 

- Promising lines for UPA exist 
- Seed multiplication with strategic private partners is possible 
- Novel and existing varieties and cultivars have proven nutritional and medicinal values important to 

urban and peri-urban populations 

 18



APPENDIX 4: CREATING A POLICY MAP 
 
Instructions 
Together with your AIV subject group, analyse the policy environment for your research and create a ‘policy 
map’.   See the table/matrix shown below. 
 
Identify the main actors, and for each one note down in the relevant columns the extent to which they control, 
affect and influence policy, what their motivating interests are, and the resources that they can access.  See the 
table/matrix shown below. 
 
You will not be able to identify all the possible policy actors and stakeholders, so confine yourselves to either 
those you know best or those you know are most important to the realm of AIVs and urban or peri-urban 
agriculture. 
 

 Socio-economic group 
 
Actor 
Name and 
position 

Policy decisions 
formally controlled and 
actions which indirectly 
affect policy? 

Degree of influence 
on policy 
high/med/low 
(depends on the 
champion vs Fixer 
trait of the DG) 

Motivating 
interests – KEY 
POLICY ISSUES 
(all official sames 
and personal 
motivations of 
actions can’t be 
identified by us) 

Resources 
available 
(contacts, 
power, finance, 
authority) 

Government 
ministers and 
service agents 

Formulate policies 
Enact policies 
Budgetary 
decisions/allocation 
Screening and Selection 
of information 

high  Finances 
Authority 
Power 
Contacts 

Politicians and 
other local 
leaders 

Implementation of 
policies at the local level 
Provide feedback about 
efficiency of policies 

High on local policy 
Variable on National 
policy 

 Authority 
Charisma and 
Community 
support  
Control/power 
over external 
resources that 
might flow in the 
community 

Local 
NGOs/CBOs 

Lobbying and advocacy, 
Supply information 

Highly variable 
(person traits, 
representativity of 
the community, etc) 

 Passion 
Skills 
Expertise 
Information 
Networks – 
contacts 
freedom 

Donors Set up research agenda 
Influence international 
and national 
development 
 

High Same and personal Funds 
Power 
Agenda 
Contacts 
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Inter/national 
Research 
Institutions 

Knowledge or RRR 
(Relevant Research 
Results) supply, identify 
research agenda, deliver 
policy recommendations 

Low on governments 
High on donors 

Reduce poverty, 
good governance, 
maintain BD 

Expertise 
Knowledge 
Data 
Contacts 

 
Research and 
policy platforms 

Identify research 
agendas 
Provide policy 
recommendations 
Collect and synthesize 
information 

 At least medium  Members 
Network 
Information 
 

Agricultural or 
marketing boards 
 

Lobbying 
Gather statistics 
Share statistics 
Help with policy 
formulation 
 

Medium to high Growth of their 
subsector 

Contacts and 
financial Power 
Data and 
knowledge 

 
International 
NGOs 
 

Lobbying 
Advocacy 
Policy formulation 
Information sharing 

May be high 
depending on which 
NGO  
(Helen Keller) 

 Finances 
Networks 
information 

Regional farmer 
association 

Lobbying / activism 
Help shape research 
agenda 
Farmer right protection 
Communication 

low  Information 
Contacts 
Passion 
members 
 

 
 Agronomists– East and South Africa group 

 
Actor 
Name and position 

Policy decisions 
formally controlled 
and actions which 
indirectly affect 
policy? 

Degree of 
influence on policy 
high/med/low 

Motivating interests 
– KEY POLICY 
ISSUES 

Resources 
available 
(contacts, 
power, finance, 
authority) 

President 
 
 
 
Kitchen cabinet 

Overall authority (all 
decisions/ directives 
followed) 
 
 

Very high 
 
 
 
High 

Political pressure 
 
 
 
Political pressure 

Power, authority 
 
 
Contacts 

Ministers for local 
government, agric, 
health, environment 
 
PS 

New directions in 
policy 
 
 
 
 
Draft policies for 
approval by parliament 

High 
 
 
 
 
 
Medium 

Political pressure  
 
 
 
 
 
Relevance to policy 
objectives 

Power, 
authority, 
contacts, 
ficances 
 
 
Power, authority 

Members of 
parliament 
 

Offer political support & 
allocation of resources 
 

High Political pressure 
Potential for UA to 
help urban poor, who 
have votes 
 

Power, contacts, 
finances 

Mayor 
 
 

Political support for 
new policies & 
allocation of funds 

High  
 
 

Political pressure 
 
 

Power, contacts, 
fincance, 
authority 
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Actor 
Name and position 

Policy decisions 
formally controlled 
and actions which 
indirectly affect 
policy? 

Degree of 
influence on policy 
high/med/low 

Motivating interests 
– KEY POLICY 
ISSUES 

Resources 
available 
(contacts, 
power, finance, 
authority) 

 
 
Councillors  

 
 
Political support for 
local policies (ward 
levels and town 
council) 
 
Allocation of funds 

 
 
High in local level 
 

 
 
Political pressure 

 
Power 

     

Town/city planner Allocation of space for 
UA vs other uses 

High for metro- level 
decisions 

Relevance to policy 
objectives 

Authority, 
contact with 
power 

Urban women None Very high on 
politicians 

“Politics of the belly” Votes 

Local NGOs/CBOs Advocacy for needs at 
the grassroots 

Medium Community level 
development 

Contacts, 
finances (all 
medium) 

Donors Policy advocacy and 
prioritization 

Very high Variable Finances, 
power, authority, 
contacts 

Inter/national 
Research 
Institutions 

Policy advocacy and 
research  

Low  Knowledge creation, 
society 
need/problems 

Knowledge, 
personnel, 
contacts, 
finance (medium 
to low) 

 
 Agronomists – West Africa group 

 

Actor name and 
position 

Policy decisions 
formally controlled 
and actions which 

indirectly affect 
policy? 

Degree of 
influence on 

policy 
High/med/low 

Motivating 
interests-Key 

POLICY ISSUES 

Resources 
available 

(contracts, power, 
finance, authority) 

E.G. Minister of the 
Environment 

Waste water use 
management; 

management and use 
of urban agricultural 

waste 

Medium  Waste water 
treatment and 

recycling; official 
list of pesticides 

to be used in 
urban and peri-

urban 
agriculture, 

pesticide use 
management 

Human resources, 
laws  

Minister of agriculture 
and food security 

Food and nutritional 
security, livelihood 

policies and land laws 

Medium Production 
guides for each 
relevant crops, 

respect and 

Human resources, 
laws 
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implementation 
of laws 

Minister of health Non treated waste 
water not used in 
urban agriculture 

(Senegal) 

Medium Control and 
analysis (safety 
check) of fresh 
vegetables sold 

on markets 

Human resources, 
laws, accredited labs 

for safety analysis 

Municipalities Access to urban 
agricultural land, 

vegetable marketing 
places 

Medium++ Access to 
irrigation 

subsidized  
quality water, 

integrate urban 
agricultural 
spaces in 

urbanization 
plans, create 

safe vegetable 
marketing 

spaces  

Human resources 
including controllers 
(on production and 

marketing), 
regulations, more 

financial resources, 
more authority  

Local NGOs/CBOs Reduce risks linked to 
waste water use, 
preservation of 

agricultural land by 
their acquirements by 

municipalities, 
sensitization of urban 

and peri-urban farmers

Low Capacity building 
of farmers, safe 
use of chemicals 

in agriculture 

Human resources 
including key 

contacts (technical 
expertise),  easier 
access to financial 
resources, higher 
levels of “listening”  

Donors High influence on 
governments 

High  Importance of 
the role of urban 
and peri-urban 

agriculture, 
sanitary and 

safety of urban 
and peri-urban 

agricultural 
produces, more 
resources for 

research aiming 
at improving 

urban and peri-
urban 

agriculture, need 
to find focus 

points 

Financial resources, 
need qualified 

experts for advising   

Inter/national 
Research Institutions  

Scientific expertise Low Research 
personnel should 

be more 
consulted  

Qualified human 
resources, limited 

infrastructures  

 
 Urban Agriculturalists group 

 
Actor Name and 
Position 
 
(case study for 
Tanzania) 

Policy decisions formally 
controlled and actions which 
indirectly affect policy which 
could influence UPA 

Degree of 
influence on 
UPA policy 
high/med/low on 

Motivating interests 
– KEY POLICY 
ISSUES 

Resources 
available 
(contacts, 
power, finance, 
authority) 

Ministry for Lands 
and Human 

Direct control of land 
development policies 

High Greening of the city 
(creating open 

Authority 
potentially high 
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Settlements Indirect influence on the local 
level implementation policies 
formulated by the Ministry for 
Local Government and 
Regional Administration  

spaces, 
ornamental 
features) – 
potentially +ve for 
UPA 
 
Constraint areas 
(land which cannot 
be developed – 
e.g. river banks, 
flood lands) – 
Potentially +ve for 
UPA 

Ministry for 
Agriculture and 
Livestock 
Development 

Direct control on agriculture 
policies  
Because they only formulate 
policy for rural areas, they are 
indirectly blocking the 
development of policy for urban 
and peri-urban agriculture 

Low None relevant Authority low 
(because focus 
on rural areas) 

Ministry for 
Environment 

Direct control on environment & 
sanitation, and 
conservation of biodiversity 
policies 

High Urban biodiversity 
potentially +ve for 
IVs in UPA 
 
Treatment of 
wastewater 
potentially +ve for 
UPA 
 
General waste 
management 
potentially +ve for 
UPA 
 

Authority low 
(because 
perceived as 
agricultural 
domain) 

Ministry for Local 
Government and 
Regional 
Administration 

Influence is direct on local level 
policy, which is then 
implemented by the different 
departments of agriculture, 
livestock, land development, 
etc. It could therefore directly 
formulate policy for UPA   

High Urban biodiversity 
potentially +ve for 
IVs in UPA 
 
General Waste 
management 
potentially +ve for 
UPA 
 
Water supply for 
domestic use  
Potentially –ve for 
UPA 

 

Mayor and 
Municipality 

Direct control on local level 
policies, which however, have 
to be endorsed by MLGRA 

High Improvement of 
local people’s 
income 
Potentially +ve for 
UPA  
 
Water supply for 
domestic use  
Potentially –ve for 
UPA 

 

President’s Office Direct control on poverty None None relevant  
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reduction strategies – 
agriculture is one of these, but 
only for rural areas 

GTZ Had direct influence – Ministry 
of Agriculture set up an Urban 
Agriculture Office for vegetable 
promotion in Dar es Salaam – 
but as soon as the money 
stopped the Office was closed 
down so the influence stops 

High but only 
whilst the 
project is 
operating  

Urban vegetable 
production 

Power high 
because they 
created 
positions in the 
Ministry and 
extension 
officers 

 
 Breeders group 

 
Actor 
Name and 
position 

Policy decisions 
formally controlled and 
actions which indirectly 
affect policy? 

Degree of influence 
on policy 
high/med/low 

Motivating interests 
– KEY POLICY 
ISSUES 

Resources 
available 
(contacts, 
power, 
finance, 
authority) 

E.G. Minister of 
the agric 

 High Food security Power, 
finance, 
authority 

Minister of local 
government 

 Med Space management, 
planning   

Power, 
finance 
authority 

Minister of 
education, 
research and 
technologies 

 Med Education curricula, 
research, employment  

Power, 
finance, 
authority 

Minister of 
environment 

 Low Resources 
management 

Power, 
finance, 
authority 
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Minister of health  Low Public Health, food 
safety 

Power, 
finance, 
authority 

NGOs/CBOs 
(Oxfam, CARE, 
World Vision, 
etc.) 

 Low Poverty alleviation, 
natural resources 
management 

Contacts, 
finance 

World Bank  High high Poverty alleviation Finance 

Donors 
(EU, CIDA,etc.) 

 Med Poverty alleviation, 
food security, etc. 

Finance 

Inter/national 
Research 
Institutions (BI, 
IITA, WVC, CIAT, 
CIP, ECIP, IFPRI, 
WARDA, 
ICRISAT 

 Low Research, sustainable 
use of natural 
resources 

Contacts, 
finance 

FARA (CORAF, 
SADC, 
ASARECA, NA) 
 
 

 Med Research for 
development, capacity 
development 

Contacts, 
finance 

NEPAD 
 
 

 Med Food security and 
nutrition 

Contacts 

 
African crop 
Science Societies 
 

 Very low Research Contacts 

Civil societies  Med (variable) Poverty reduction, 
income generation, 
public heath 

Contacts, 
maybe 
finance 

Mayor and 
advisors 

 High Re-election  

African 
Chieftancy 

  Peace, income 
generation, land use 

Authority, 
contacts 

UN organizations 
(FAO, 
WHO,UNICEF, 
UNESCO, etc.) 

 High Poverty reduction, 
food security, health 

Finance, 
contacts,  

Celebrities  Low (promotion) Fame, social 
conscience 

Contacts 
finance 
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APPENDIX 5: SCIENTIFIC RESULTS AND INFORMATION OF PRIORITY 
 
 
Instructions: 
Together with your AIV subject group, generate a list of what you consider to be key research findings that have merit for promotion to policy circles.  You 
can use the answers to the questions from Discussion 1, to help you do this. 
 
Rank the importance of the research findings, and limit yourself to a consideration of just 4. 
 
With each of the 4 ranked results identify to whom, i.e. which policy maker or policy actor this is important to. 
 
List the policy makers and policy actors and add them to the table. 
 
Complete the table by indicating: 
• TO WHOM this finding is of importance; 
• What the policy linkage is; 
• And the priority of that policy issue to the policy actor. 
 

 Socio-economic group 
 
  Policy actor or stakeholder 
Key research Result A 

FAO/WHO 
B 
Family affairs/health 
ministry 

C 
Ministry of 
Agriculture/of small 
and medium agr. 
Enterprises 

D 
International NGOs 
such as Helen Keller 

E 
CBOs and 
local NGOs 
 

Finding 1:  
AIVs are an integral part of the 
diet of the urban and peri-urban 
population  

Promotion of fruit and 
vegetable consumption 
for health (PROFEL 
initiatives)  

National policies 
promoting nutritional 
health 

National policy to 
promote small scale 
agriculture 

Low costs methods 
to increase micro-
nutrient intake 

Lobbying 
activities both 
ways 

  A
World bank/donors 

B 
National ministry 
dealing with poverty 
alleviation and job 
creation 

C 
Business 
development 
agencies: regional 
development board 

D 
Ministry of cities/ 
Municipalities/ urban 
planning 

E 
CBOs and 
local NGOs 
 

Finding 2: 
AIVs can be an important source 
of income for disadvantaged 
urban dwellers 

Poverty alleviation Poverty alleviation 
programs, 
unemployment 
alleviation 

Small business 
development,  
 

Economic 
development, urban 
development 

Lobbying 
activities both 
ways 

  A
Economic affairs 

B 
Marketing boards 

C 
Business 

D 
 

E 
Farmers 
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development 
agencies: regional 
development board 

associations 
 

Finding 3: 
The value of the IV market is 
large and does support numerous 
small businesses which have the 
potential to grow 

Market growth, job 
creation 

Market growth Small business 
development 

   

  

Market growth

A
Ministry of education 

B 
Marketing boards 

C 
Ministry of nutrition 
and health/family 
affairs 

D 
NGOs 

E 
Donors 

Finding 4:  
Awareness rising campaigns 
effectively affect consumption 
patterns and lead to a demand-
driven increase in market size  

Promotion of better 
nutrition patterns 

Consumer demand 
promotions 

Promotion of nutrient 
rich consumption 
pattern 

Promotion of AIV 
consumption for 
better livelihoods 

Finance 
promoting 
agencies 

 
 

 Agronomists – East and South Africa group 
 

 Policy actor or stakeholder 

Key research result a b c d e 

Finding  1: IVs were 
important for nutrition, 
food security and 
health 
 
 

Minister/ 
PS for agric 

Mainstream IVs in 
vegetable sector 

 
Minister/ 

PS for health 
Mainstream IVs in 
nutritional programmes 

 

Mayor 
Incorporate IVs in 
city strategic plan 
 
Councillors 
Incorporate IVs in 
city strategic plan 
 
Town/city planner 
- Prioritize space for 
AIV in UPA 

Members of 
parliament 

Advocate/legislate 
role of IVs in 
national nutrition, 
food security & 
health policies 

President 
Endorse IVs as priority 
contributors to 
nutrition, food security 
& health 

Donors 
Advocate/legislate 
role of IVs in national 
nutrition, food 
security & health 
policies 

Finding 2: IVs had a 
high potential for 
income generation 

Minister 4 local govts 
Mayor 

Councillors 

Minister for agric 
 

PS agric 

Members of 
parliament 

President Minister 4 social devpt 
 
NGOs/CBOs 
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/poverty reduction for 
urban and peri-urban 
farmers 

Town/city planner Advocate/lobby role of 
IVs in income 
generation/poverty 
reduction 

Finding 3: Most IV 
farmers surveyed were 
using low external 
input farming system 

Minister for agric 
 
PS agric 

Mayor 
 
Councillors 
 

Town/city planner 

Members of 
parliament 

Donors  

Finding 4: More than 
80% of IV growers & 
traders in U & PU 
areas were women 
and the youth 

Minster for gender & youth 
affairs 
 

Respective PSs  

Minster for agriculture Members of 
parliament 

Donors  President

 Agronomists – West Africa group 
 

 

Policy Actor or Stakeholder 

 
a       b c d e f g

Key Research 
Results 

Minister of the 
Environment 

Minister of the 
agriculture 

Minister of 
health 

Municipalities    Local
NGOs/CBOs 

Donors Inter/national
Research 
Institutions 

Finding 1: 
Reduced and safe 
pesticide use in 
urban and peri-
urban agriculture 

• Enhance 
quality control 
equipments 
• Train 
experts 
• Liaise 
with the MOAF 

• Improve 
the release of 
pesticides and 
implement the 
related laws 
• Improve 
access to the 
list of released 
pesticides and 
sanction frauds 

 

• Increase
quality controls 

 • Should 
be empowered 
on controlling 
pesticide sells 
(according to the 
release list) 

Increase 
capacity in 

quality control 

• Control 
pesticide sold 
on local 
markets 
•  

• Re-
enforce 

sensitization of 
policy makers, 

producers, 
extensionists 
and donors  

• Re-
enforce 
research 
funding 

Identify/develop 
environmental-

friendly 
products and 
IPM packages  

Finding 2: 
Increased safe 

• Liaise 
with the MOAF 

• Train 
more 

• Take 
vegetable 

• Improve 
vegetable 

• Provide 
more advise to 

• Support 
research 

• Develop 
production 
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year-round 
vegetable supply  

to re-enforce 
year-round 
vegetable 

supply  

extensionists 
safe vegetable 

supply 
• Improve/re-

enforce 
extensionists 
action at farm 

level 

Samples from 
diverse selling 

points for safety 
analysis 

(pesticide 
residues, micro-

organisms) 

marketing 
points with 
adapted 

equipments for 
safe storage   

farmers on 
safe year-

round 
vegetable 
production  

activities as 
they are key 
entry points 

calendars and 
supply quality 

seed seed 
producing 
farmers 

• Market 
price studies 
for improving 
supply and 

income 
Finding 3: use of 
safe waste water 
and organic 
products in 
vegetable 
production in 
urban and peri-
urban areas 

• Facilitate the 
installation of 
waste water 
treatment units 
and organic
manure 
production 

 

facilities 

• Promote
the use of 
treated waste 
water by
farmers 

 

 

• Facilitate
the installation of 
waste water
treatment units 
and organic
manure 
production 
facilities 

 

 

 

• Facilitate
the installation of 
waste water
treatment units
and organic
manure 
production 
facilities 

 

 

• Promote waste 
water treatment 

technologies 
 
 
• Sensitize 
farmers on
health risks 
linked to the use 

 

of waste water   

• Provide funds 
for research on 

waste water 
treatment 

technologies  

• Create research 
units on waste 
water treatment 
technologies 
• Develop 
efficient waste 
water treatment 
technologies 

Finding 4: 
safeguarding of 
vegetable 
production areas 
in urban and peri-
urban areas 

       

Finding 5: 
Improving market 
chains in urban 
and peri-urban 
areas  
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 Breeder group 

 
 

 
 

 Policy Actor or Stakeholder 
Key research result Ministry of 

agriculture 
(Donors) Ministry of health Local government UN organizations 

Finding 1: Existence of 
diversity 
(polymorphism) 

Better 
conservation of 
IV genetic 
resources 

Conservation of 
biodiversity of IV is 
important as poverty 
reduction tool 

Conservation of 
biodiversity of IV helps 
improve dietary 
diversification nutrition 
and health 

Income and cultural 
heritage 

Conservation of 
biodiversity to combat 
malnutrition and food 
security 

Finding 2: IV cultivars 
which have good taste  
and nutritious values 

Food security 
and income 
generation 

Alleviation of 
malnutrition 

Alleviation of malnutrition Income generation and 
malnutrition alleviation for 
vulnerable groups 
(children, pregnant and 
lactating women) 

Alleviation of 
malnutrition 

Finding 3: IVs cultivars 
adapted to low input 
conditions 

Income 
generation and 
food security 

Poverty reduction 
Improvement of 
livelihood 

Food safety (less 
pesticide used) 

Food safety (no used of 
sewage water) 

Water conservation 
Food security 
Income generation 

Finding 4:  IVs cultivars 
which are resistant to 
pests and diseases 

Food safety 
Environment 
conservation 

Food security Food safety  
Improvement of health 

Environment conservation Food safety 
Environmental 
conservation 
Food security 

 Urban agriculturalists group 
 

 Stakeholders and policy makers 
Key research result a b c d 
IVs have an important income 
generating potential with preferential 
benefit for women 

Ministry for gender 
and development 

Depts of agriculture gender 
section 
 

Women empowermet NGOs Donors 

Selected IVs produced through UPA 
can provide a significant nutritional 
contribution to the urban poor 

National nutritional 
commission 

Depts for rural and 
community development 
 

Health NGOs Donors 

If managed appropriately urban 
production can contribute to safe 
waste management 

Local government 
 

Informal waste collectors Dept for environment and 
health 

 

For urban agriculture to realise 
maximum potential it needs to be 
institutionalised 

Municipalit/local gov    
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APPENDIX 6: ONE-MINUTE MESSAGES TO POLICY MAKERS 

 
Instructions: 
Using the research results identified in Discussion session 3, prepare a message communicating this result to an 
identified policy maker (direct or indirect) from the policy map or the results matrix from Discussion 3.  In your 
research group decide on different policy actor for each of you to target.  Choose 3 policy actors to target for this 
exercise. 
 
Prepare your message ready for delivery to the specified policy actor within ONE minute.  Your message must 
have FOUR elements as shown below, and each one can be only one or two sentences: 
 
Statement: The ‘fact’ or the issue you want to highlight that comes from an analysis of your research, e.g. urban 
agriculture can have a positive impact on human health 
 
Evidence: The scientific basis for the claim you have made in your statement, e.g. Tests show that consumption 
of X and X species of IV produced in urban environments can raise levels of iron by 10%. 
 
Example: A locally focused and relevant example that will help policy actors understand the implications in the 
local or national context, e.g. participants in X municipal area reported a decrease in the visible affects of 
anaemia after our project set up a community farm supplying IVs to poorer households 
 
Desired Action: Your recommendation for the policy process or for policy makers, e.g. integrate urban agriculture 
into development planning frameworks. 
 

 Socio-economic group 
 
NGO 
Statement: AIVs can be an important source of income for disadvantaged urban dwellers especially women. 
Evidence: Recent surveys conducted in 7 countries of sub Saharan Africa have shown that the income derived 
from the production and marketing of the 3 most important IVs place the actors above the poverty level above 
the poverty line (one dollar a day, world bank) 
Example: Farm Concern Int. in Nairobi enabled female income to increase X fold by improving business skills of 
women (refer to Mel).  
Action: Provide training to improve marketing and business skills and access to micro-finance.   
 
Ministry of education - school office.  
Statements: AIVs are important for nutrition and health. 
Evidence: Among poor households African IVs contribute approximately to one third of the recommended daily 
nutrient intake.  
Example: School gardens established in 2005 and 2006 in South Africa have shown that nutrition of school kids 
have improved (refer to willem).  
Action desired: Include importance of IVs for nutrition in school curriculum.  
Establish school gardens in every school and use produce in school canteen.  
 

 Agronomists – West Africa group 
 
Statement: IV cultivars are adapted to low input conditions 
Evidence: Two new Roselle varieties produce high yields and required only 2 months to maturity in low input 
conditions. 
Example: 50 farmers reported the increase of their income in 5 localities where the project was implemented 
Desired Action: Dissemination of these cultivars to farmers will improve their income 
 
Statement: AIVs are important for nutrition and health 
Evidence: Amaranth and jute mallow give a high content of vitamins and minerals can fight against the 
malnutrition of children and improve their health 
Example: The population of two cities report that the switch for 100 children to a regime based on amaranth and 
jute mallow saw that 80% of children presented with improved well being. 
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Desired Action: Integrate this nutritional regime into the daily diet of the population to improve the health of 
children and reduce the level of expenses 
 

 Agronomists – East and South Africa group 
 
Ministry for health 
Statement: Selected IVs significantly contributes to nutrition of urban poo 
Evidence: 100g of IVs provides RDI for most micronutrients 
Example: Research in EA shows that using IVs in  HIV/AIDS management reduces symptoms 
Action desired: Mainstream IVs in nutritional programmes 
 
Ministry of agriculture 
Statement: Most IV farmers use low external input production systems 
Evidence: 80-90% of IV farmers in East Africa practice low input production 
Example: Research in East Africa shows that   IVs yields  using   organic or inorganic fertilizers are comparable 
Action desired: Reinforce the role of IVs in low input  sustainable agriculture systems 
 

 Breeder group 
 
Ministry of agriculture 
Traditional vegetable cultivars are adapted to low input conditions and can improve food security food safety and 
income of urban and peri-urban poor. Compared to exotic crops traditional vegetables can be produced with up 
to 25% less fertilizer and pesticide leading to increased income. In Nairobi the income of urban and peri urban 
farmers growing traditional vegetable increased by 130% over a two year-period after they started growing 
improved varieties adapted to low input conditions. Integrate production of traditional vegetables in urban and 
peri urban poverty reduction agriculture. 
 
Local government 
(but country specific, town specific) 
Traditional vegetable alleviate malnutrition to the urban poor. It’s proven in Benin and Senegal that moringa is 
used to reduce malnutrition in children. One spoon (8g) of moringa powder supplies the required daily need of 
vitamin A of three-year old children. Incorporating moringa in urban agriculture and city parks will help reduce 
malnutrition of urban poor. 
 

 Urban agriculturalists group 
 
Municipality and Ministry of Agriculture South Africa 
Statement: AIVs can be an important source of income for disadvantaged urban dwellers including women 
Evidence: A recent survey in Shosanguve area in Gauteng, showed that 73% of respondents involved with AIVs 
were unemployed.  67% were engaged in AIV selling.  61% were women. 
Example: Mrs Chauke, a widow, supported a family of 10 on the sale of IVs.  This was the household’s sole 
source of cash income. 
Desired Action: 

1. Assist the Urban poor by zoning and protecting urban agricultural spaces 
2. Mainstream AIV production in agricultural support systems 

 
 
Ministry of Agriculture South Africa 
Statement: Most IV farmers use low input systems 
Evidence: A recent survey in the Shoshanguve area showed that 90\5 of AIV farmers use small quantities of 
manure or no inputs at all.  
Example:  
Desired Action: Agricultural Support Systems should also address low external input systems.
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APPENDIX 7: NARRATIVES AND COUNTER-NARRATIVES 
 
Instructions 
Identify a POLICY NARRATIVE you know exists in your specialist area where this affects your research results 
or research recommendations. 
 
Think of a ‘story’ a ‘narrative’ a ‘message’ that counteracts the POLICY NARRATIVE. 
 

 Socio-economic group  
 
Narrative  
IVs are food for the poor, collected in the wild. So they are not worth investing in.  
 
Counter-narrative 
IVs are a large market and is a viable economic activity, widely cultivated and available in supermarkets. They 
are worth billions dollars of trade every year.  
 

 Agronomists – East and South Africa group 
 

Narrative 
Vegetables produced in urban and peri-urban areas are the cause of cholera in Dar-es-salaam. Thus production 
of vegetables within urban dar-es-salaam should be banned 
 
Counter-narrative 
It is a well established fact that cholera is caused by micro-organisms and not vegetables. Vegetables are 
important contributors to the health, nutrition and income of urban and peri-urban poor. The most likely source of 
cholera was open/burst sewers, leading to contamination of domestic water by sewage, coupled with unhygienic 
handling or improper cooking of food. Even when vegetables are irrigated with waste water, hygienic handling 
and proper cooking eliminates most disease-causing micro-organisms and makes them safe to eat. 
 

 Urban agriculturalists: 
 
Narrative 
Urban and Periurban Agriculture (UPA) makes African cities look backward/primitive and UPA is a threat to 
health (e.g. Cholera, Malaria, etc.) 
 
Counter-narrative 
Allotment Gardens for the African City of tomorrow 
 
In many European capital cities, like Berlin, Paris and London, (UPA) has been institutionalized through the 
establishment of allotment gardens about 200 years ago as a response to poverty crisis. They are still 
maintained today and are very popular because of heir positive social and environmental function. Currently 
African cities are experiencing the fastest growth rates in the World. This leads to challenges in terms of 
increasing poverty rates, high unemployment, food and nutritional insecurity and waste problems. Informal UPA 
arises in response to this challenges. To integrate UPA into a controlled and healthy urban environment 
Municipal authorities in African cities could institutionalize it using proven allotment gardens models. 
 

 Breeder group 
 
Narrative 
Traditional vegetables are not important in urban agriculture. (In cities spaces are needed for building).  IVs are 
weeds and don’t play major role in income generation in urban area. 
 
Counter-narrative 
Traditional vegetables are more nutrient dense than exotic vegetables which are more widely utilized. A lot of 
them have secondary medicinal values e.g. Lactuca taraxacifolia used as antibiotic, Moringa against diabetes, 
Momordica charantia against malaria, etc. 
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APPENDIX 8: WORKSHOP EVALUATION RESULTS 
 

Table 5: Participants’ assessment of various criteria for the integration meeting (% of respondents) 
 
 Poor Fair Good  Very good Excellent 
Workshop organisation   5 53 42 
Programme content *   17 44 39 
Information prior to the meeting   11 76 12 
Conference location  5 16 42 37 
Conference facilities   32 32 37 
Secretariat    58 42 
      
Length Too long Adequate Not enough  
 16 79 5   
* One response was not included because it was split into two: day 1& 2 were rated as fair; day 3 & 4 as excellent. 
 
Comments on the integration meeting 

o policy input particularly useful 
o learning about policy making 
o would like to spend much more time on communication with policy makers 
o this workshop was wonderful and more effort was put into an area not familiar to all of us 
o maybe it would be interesting to have a TV room 
o the workshop managed to open my eyes on policy issues and approaches in relation to traditional IVs 
o the workshop was well organised and I think all sessions were well handled. The proposed writing and policy 

issues did answer of my knowledge gaps 
o learned about PMP 
o very interesting, learned a lot especially about effective communication of research results 

 
General comments on the IndigenoVeg project 

o we need to go forward through a research project to overcome agronomic, post-harvest and promoting 
constraints of African IVs 

o I have got new collaborations; I know what is being done in East Africa; I have discovered many edible 
vegetables there can be introduced in my country. 

o Learning about IVs; social skills; liked group work and farm visits; learnt how a research network looks like. 
o IndigenoVeg overall was a family and good networking platform and I hope that we shall continue with the 

same ?? 
o Developing new collaboration and networking (sharing our research results with others). In my opinion I think, 

the project has succeeded in the objectives by collecting ?? information on UPA areas in Africa 
o What has been most useful to me about IndigenoVeg is networking, learning about new issues and 

developing new collaborations. I strongly that the project has more than succeeded 
o I think the project has achieved its objectives. Hope the policy makers will be on our side. 
o Good to gather data even through a coordination group. I am looking forward to the results of the cross-

country comparisons. Good group of people although a few did not participate much. Learnt a great deal, 
especially re range, diversity and comparative advantages (real and suspected) of AIVs. That said I still feel 
we need a better term to describe/label them! Has it met its objectives. Mostly, and time will tell on some 
others – Impact on January meeting? Impact of book? New proposals and joint research out of the  network? 
Some already happening. 

o Learned about how network works; learn about IVs in urban areas; increase my disciplinary understanding 
realm; look how proposals are being written on the basis of real research needs; loved the farm visits.  

o Learned lots of new things including socio-economic survey results analysis, logframe, livelihood and 
communication of research results. Yes, the project did achieve its objectives. What could have been done 
differently? A little more open-mindedness and interest?? For African partners. Otherwise perfect results. Got 
to meet a lot of interesting people too, and hopefully several really good future collaborations. 

o The chance to make close contacts and synthesise common approaches and results.  
o Market chain research and networking. It would have been useful to think about our policy messages earlier – 

after each workshop.  
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